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research or islet transplantation. My legislation 
attempts to provide an incentive to OPOs by 
directing CMS to provide credit to OPOs for 
pancreases retrieved and used for research 
and islet transplantation. 

The second section of this legislation cre-
ates a federal inter-agency committee to co-
ordinate efforts in the area of islet transplan-
tation and to make recommendations to the 
Secretary of Health and Human Services on 
regulations and policies that would advance 
this exciting area of research. 

The goal of the human clinical trials is to 
demonstrate success over a longer period of 
time, and move islet cell transplantation from 
an experimental procedure to standard ther-
apy covered by insurance and appropriate for 
all individuals with diabetes. The third section 
of this legislation directs the Institute of Medi-
cine to conduct a study on clinical outcomes 
and comprehensive cost-utility analysis that 
will be important in moving toward this goal. 

The fourth section of this bill creates a 
Medicare demonstration project. A significant 
percentage of individuals with type I diabetes 
has kidney failure and becomes Medicare eli-
gible before the age of 65. Insufficient data ex-
ists to determine the efficacy of a simulta-
neous islet-kidney transplant or an islet trans-
plant after a kidney transplant for individuals 
with type I diabetes. By directing the Secretary 
of HHS to create a demonstration project to 
test Medicare coverage for individuals with 
type I diabetes, we can assess the value of si-
multaneous islet-kidney transplants or islet 
transplant after a kidney transplant. 

I encourage all of my colleagues to join with 
me in supporting this important legislation.
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Mr. GRAVES. Mr. Speaker, I proudly pause 
to recognize Ashley Morgan, a very special 
young woman who has exemplified the finest 
qualities of citizenship and leadership by tak-
ing an active part in the Girl Scouts of Amer-
ica, Troop 3248, and in earning the most pres-
tigious honor of the Gold Award. 

The Girl Scout Gold Award is the highest 
achievement attainable in Girl Scouting. To 
earn the Gold Award, a Scout must complete 
five requirements, all of which promote com-
munity service, personal and spiritual growth, 
positive values, and leadership skills. The re-
quirements include: 1. Earning four interest 
project patches, each of which requires seven 
activities that center on skill building, tech-
nology, service projects, and career explo-
ration; 2. Earning the Career Exploration Pin, 
which involves researching careers, writing re-
sumes, and planning a career fair or trip; 3. 
Earning the Senior Girl Scout Leadership 
Award, which requires a minimum of 30 hours 
of work using leadership skills; 4. Designing a 
self-development plan that requires assess-
ment of ability to interact with others and 
prioritize values, participation for a minimum of 
15 hours in a community service project, and 
development of a plan to promote girl Scout-
ing; and 5. Spending a minimum of 50 hours 
planning and implementing a Girl Scout Gold 

Award project that has a positive lasting im-
pact on the community. 

For her Gold Award project, Ashley orga-
nized a basketball camp for elementary and 
middle school girls. 

Mr. Speaker, I proudly ask you to join me in 
commending Ashley Morgan for her accom-
plishments with the Girl Scouts of America 
and for her efforts put forth in achieving the 
highest distinction of the Gold Award.
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Mrs. MALONEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to pay 
tribute to CIVITAS, Citizens Committed to Im-
proved Neighborhood Life in the Upper East 
Side and East Harlem on the occasion of their 
annual benefit. As founding President of 
CIVITAS, Genie Rice will be honored for her 
many years of tireless service to CIVITAS and 
commitment to the community. 

Founded in 1981, the first chair, August 
Heckscher, looked to the Roman Republic for 
a name that embodies the spirit of citizen in-
volvement that founders envisioned as the 
guiding principle of the new community organi-
zation. In ancient Rome, CIVITAS referred to 
that quality of a citizen that caused that per-
son to be deeply involved in the life and fate 
of the city. The members of CIVITAS have 
dedicated themselves to protecting and en-
hancing the quality of life in the Upper East 
Side and East Harlem. 

CIVITAS has steadfastly fostered, mobilized 
and coordinated civic activism in Manhattan’s 
Upper East Side and East Harlem by focusing 
on promoting, preserving and protecting resi-
dential neighborhoods. Currents projects in-
clude cosponsoring a remapping of East Har-
lem with Community Board 11 and tree plant-
ing on East 86th Street. Among the issues 
that CIVITAS has identified as being crucial to 
ensuring that the community remains lively 
and livable are: (i) urban planning, including 
limits on residential towers, coherent zoning, 
attractive public and private spaces and a rea-
soned approach to the siting, size and permit 
use of community facilities; (ii) infrastructure, 
including good public transit; (iii) the environ-
ment, and (iv) landmark preservation. 

An effective and dedicated community advo-
cate, Genie Rice has served as CIVITAS 
President since 1982 and has played a key 
role in many important projects, including initi-
ation of the remapping of East and Central 
Harlem. Devoted to the improvement of the 
community, Ms. Rice organized focus groups 
with East Harlem property owners to encour-
age rehabilitation of dilapidated buildings. In 
1992, Ms. Rice served as Committee Chair at 
the New School’s Environmental Simulation 
Center to model and discuss zoning options 
for East Side Avenues. Ms. Rice worked tena-
ciously for 8 years in a successful advocacy 
effort to pass these zoning modifications for 
Upper East Side avenues and other high-den-
sity Manhattan avenues. 

When a developer arrogantly added 12 sto-
ries to his building, in violation of the zoning 
law, at 108 E. 96th Street, Genie Rice, 
CIVITAS and I were at the forefront of the ef-

fort to bring it down. We won a historic deci-
sion forcing the developer to remove the 12 
stories, the first of its kind in the city. Ms. Rice 
is an active member of many other community 
organizations including Friends of the Upper 
East Side Historic Districts, the 7th Regiment 
Armory Conservancy and the New York 
League of Conservation Education Fund. 

The many members and friends of CIVITAS 
have made it an extraordinary and invaluable 
community organization. I am proud of my in-
volvement as a member of CIVITAS. 
CIVITAS’s contributions over the years have 
truly preserved the quality of life of Upper East 
Side and East Harlem residents. 

In recognition of these outstanding contribu-
tions, I ask my colleagues to join me in hon-
oring CIVITAS and Ms. Genie Rice on the oc-
casion of their annual benefit reception.
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Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr Speaker, I rise in 
strong support of this resolution to commend 
the Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association’s 
(AOPA) for its contribution to the Airport 
Watch Program. 

General aviation and private pilots have a 
proud and patriotic history of working to keep 
America secure. During the Second World 
War, private pilots in the Civil Air Patrol were 
our eyes in the sky, watching over our coasts 
for Nazi Uboats and patrolling our borders for 
enemy saboteurs. As we fight this new war on 
terrorism, we must remember general avia-
tion’s proud history. We must make sure to 
employ the GA community as an ally, not to 
treat it with suspicion. 

The Airport Watch Program is contemporary 
example of general aviation worldng to keep 
this country secure. The Airport Watch Pro-
gram is a collaborative effort between AOPA 
and the Transportation Security Administration 
(TSA) to enhance security at our Nation’s 
5,400 public use airports. Airport Watch will 
enlist the help of those most familiar with air-
ports and pilots to be our eyes and ears. Mod-
eled after the highly successful neighborhood 
watch programs, Airport Watch will enlist the 
help of the more than 550,000 general avia-
tion pilots by giving every pilot an important 
role to monitor community airports. 

Airport Watch also encourages pilots to re-
port any suspicious airport activity to a TSA-
sponsored toll free hotline (1–866–GA Secure) 
staffed by the federal government’s National 
Response Center. Additionally, the program 
includes warning signs for airports, informa-
tional literature, and training videotapes to 
educate pilots and airport employees on how 
security of their airports and aircraft can be 
enhanced. 

This groundbreaking program is just one ex-
ample of AOPA’s leadership in promoting na-
tional security while preserving freedom of the 
skies. Further, this partnership between gov-
ernment and private citizens represents what 
can be achieved when we work together to 
address the security of the homeland. 

Again, I want to commend the Aircraft Own-
ers and Pilots Association for designing this 
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